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Date: Sep 09, 2023

To,
Hon. Shri. Gopal Shetty Member of Parliament, Mumbai (North)

Subject: Merging Konkan Railway with Indian Railways
Respected Sir,

We trust this letter finds you in good health and high spirits. We, as concerned citizens of
Ratnagiri-Sindhudurg, collectively write to you today to bring to light a pressing matter that holds
immense potential for our region's growth and development. We deeply appreciate your dedicated
service as our representative in the Parllament and_| belleve that your advocacy can truly make a

difference. ",
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At the heart of our concern Iles the‘ﬁnanual constralnts t at Konkan Railway Corporation Limited
(KRCL) is currently grapphng wrth These hmltatlons have |mp;ded the progress and expansion of our
vital railway network, thereby hmdenng ‘the growth opportunl ties for, the Raigad, Ratnagiri, and

Sindhudurg districts.

We earnestly request:l‘ our support in advocating for the merger of Konkan Railway with Indian
Railways, a step that could unlock numerous possibilities for enhanced connectrvrty and infrastructure

development, which our constltuents urgently need.
l:
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The proposed merger entalls ' # .y
e Integrating the Roha- Madgaon sectlon with Central- Rallway s Mumbar division
e Merging the Madgaon- Mangalore sect;on wrth the South Western Railway

This integration would: e
e Bridge crucral gaps in our transportatlon network fac1I|tat|ng |mproved accessibility

e Enable seamless travel between Mumbai and our’ reglon as well as between Bangalore and the

coastal reglons of Karnataka T
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Importantly, the merger's benefits extend beyond connectivity improvement:
e Expedite major infrastructure projects such as complete route doubling
e Establish a Dedicated Freight Corridor along the west coast
e Develop Terminal facilities at Sawantwadi, Ratnagiri, and Karwar
e Result in these projects becoming a reality within a decade, a remarkable shift from the projected
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Additionally, we wish to highlight a crucial fact:
Konkan Railway bears a unique surcharge burden of 40% for passenger traffic and 50% for goods
traffic, a scenario likely to change if the merger with Indian Railways is achieved. Currently, the Konkan

Railway does not oversee any significant ports like JNPT (Uran), Vasco or Managluru that could generate
substantial freight activity from import-export operations.

We have learnt that the pay scale of KRCL employees differs a bit from those of Indian Railways.
That may be integrated with a suitable and mutually agreed solution with the employee unions. An
option would be to lock the pay scale of employees as on date of merger with KRCL scale and those
joining post merger with Indian Railways’ scale. Konkan Railway has to be merged with Indian Railways
instead of privatization under the National Monetization Pipeline.

We firmly believe that your influential role in the Parliament can lead to the essential discussions
and actions required for this merger. Your unwavering dedication to our constituents and commitment to
progress position you as an ideal advocate for this cause.

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. Your support could mark a turning point in our
region's development trajectory, opening doors to prosperity and opportunities that have long been

awaited.

With collective respect and gratitude.
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